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Dear Mr. Ebel:

This responds to a September 22, 1593, letter from Mr. Stephen
M. Monseu of your company, asking whether the products

manufactured by Schroth Restraint Systems (the Rally 3, Rally
4, and Autocontrol harnese belt systems) meet the requirements

of Standard Neo. 208, Occypant Crash Protection, and Standard
No. 209, Seat DBelt Assemblies. The September 22 letter stated

that these are after-market belt systems, intended for
installation in addition to the factory-installed occupant
protection system. This also responds to a January 5, 1994,
letter asking whether the Schroth restraint systems would meet
the requirements of Standard No. 208 if they were installed as
original equipment in a motor vehicle. :

By way of background information, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) is authorized under the National
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act (15 U.S.C. §1381 et _seq.;
Safety Act) to issue Federal motor vehicle safety standards
that apply to the manufacture and sale of new metor vehicles
and new items of motor vehicle equipment. Section 108 (a) (1) (A)
of the Safety Act (15 U.s.c. 1397(a)(1)(A)) prohibits any
person from manufacturing, intreducing inte commerce, selling,
or importing any new motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle
equipment unless the vehicle or equipment item is in conformity
with all applicable safety standards. NHTSA does not approve
motor vehicles or motor vehicle equipment, nor do we endorse
any commercial products. Instead, the Safety Act establishes a
"self-certification" process under which each manufacturer is
responsible for certifying that its products meet all
applicable safety standards. Thus, while I cannot advise
concerning whether or not the Schroth restraint systens comply
with applicable safety standards, I can explain how the
standards would apply to these products. £

NHTSA has exercised its authority to establish four safety
etandards that may be relevant to the Schroth restraint
systems,
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